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the fantastio and ineredible happen-

ings of an Arabian night seems too

much to expect. Btill, all around the
town you can ece Aurtrian kromen belng
hought for good old Ameriean dimes.

When Aladdin®® mother, who had a perfest-
1y natural failing for bargains, heard some
one out in the strest hawking new lamps for
old she tumbled. How was she to kmow that
the crazy representative of foreign lamp ex-

THAT # New York day shonld re-enact

change wey & magician tn disgriss? Alnddin
had an old lamp kicking around ths house
which was @ bad bet & en antiqus and &
miserable fallure as & light. Al the lad did
was to rub the thing. Bo Mrs. Aladdin traded
In the preclous lamp that furnished hor son
such eplendld genii service.

Thus New Yorkers to-day are exchanging
on the street corners & few cents for many
leronen.  Au old woman who invested 10 cants
for 1,000 crowns was heard to ask the vendor:
“Now, where do I get the money for thist™

45! knoNsN noTe ]

ab p

=

KATE —WERE | /17D

7 LOST BV THIN L
ON "OLD- RAZOR.

Q\\ \ ( Bacrced VS

M

I
il

-{:;I,"IZ}

y

e

r-~"‘: L ge )
i~ Wliel? 2%
‘H’mla{\{@ —-—

o

L3

'-rer:.as-s‘rzu.:(:’-_)' 3
S EROEMA AV

By FAIRFAX DOWNEY

The vendors proper auswar should have baen
“Ask me sumpthin’ eany, lady»

For it is no ersy matter in thess proaalc
days to follow the exampla for recovery of
Aladdin and fly away en a magle Axminster
rug to the place whers one can get the money
for kronen. For ona thing, it Is douhtful if
there 13 any place whera you can get much
money for Austrlan crowns, and for mnother

thay won't let you fy away wih =& maglc
Axminster rug until you have paid sll the
installments on it

Easily lies the man who sells a erown, Ha
talks most glibly as he displays his pretty
paper wares, and what {s most marvelous in
this city of the supposedly sophisticated, he
sells them. What the buyer plans to do with
his purchuse {s & puzzle. Perhaps he con-
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giders that he I3 negetiating & foresighted
financial transaction on the curb market, or
he has an unfavorite helr whoss claim in the
will is to read: “I give and bequeath to
the sum of one thousand kronen.”
Out-of-towners may have “bought” tha
Brooklym Bridge in bygone days, but New
Yorkers buy kronon. That brings s glimpse
of hitherto unsuspected commercial possi-
bilities. Finterprising ash ond tresh men
ought to be able to drop their carting and
disposal departments entirely, Taking their

stand on the sidewalk in front of the bafll
ing from which they have collected, they ham
only to beat on the ecans and shout In &
raucous volce end along will come a typical
lrenen customer and pay for the privilege of
taling it all off their hands.

But who can say for certgin that lronen
will not bo worth something some day? M
seme future date o purchaser may taks a i}y
to. Austria and find that they have subwap
with featherweight gates for featherweight
kronen.

TUCTION bridge tn England fs etill in

the econtroversial stags. Fvery now

: and then some Bunday newspaper

. comss out with half a dosen hands and asks
 its renders what they would bid on them. Five
different declerations on each of them s the
wmallest numbar to dats, and they seam to be
about agreed as to the best call in only about

40 per cent of the answers sent fn. It is prob-

mble that at lesst 88 per cent of Amarlean

i players would agree on any of thess hands.

They meem to have & partionlar antipathy

"Wy 2o what they esll private convemtions over

there, £ one may bellevs what the writers on

- the game have to say. They class ar private

ponventiong all such things as the modern

“Udoubls, tha B4 of more than one in a euit, and
o forth,

Daltor, fn his Intest book, ignores the cone
~ventional double entlrely, not even mentioning
¢hat there is such a thing, but In his news-
paper articles he condemns It openly. He
rayst “Attempts have been made from time
to tima to introduce this bid into England,
but it has met with scant favor, for the simpls
reason that it ls absolutely opposed to cur
English fdeas of straight play, Our prin-
ciple always has been—and I trust slwaya
“will be—that any presrranged method of give
ing information to & partner ls agalnst the
bast Interests of the game™

Then he goes on to say that ®the argument
tired In defenss of these conventional doubles
fs that they are qulte fair, provided every one
kt the table knows about them. The same
argument would excuse peinting to your seari-
pin for diamond or your waisteoat for hearts”

One would think, from this tirads, thst no
eonvention ever was used in England that re-
gulred any previous explanation or inat had
been “arranged” for the benefit of the players.
This is tantamount to saying that a player
who never had read a book on bridge and -
dnew nothing of the game ghould still be able
to draw the correct inference from any bid
or play meads.

It is rather cufieus that Dalton himsuelf rec-
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THE SCHOOL OF AUCTION

uririsnés ene of our conventional doubles and
boasts about heving won & game through its
tuge, This is the double of an opponent’s sult
call to show two stoppers (n that sult in case
the doublers partner fesls able, with this in-
formation, ¢ go on with his no-tramper,
Daiton sayw, page 95, “Royal Auction Bridge,”
1923 edition,

1 BAW A very good fnstance of ehie guite
recently. 2, as dealer, ene ne trump; A, sec-
and hand, ¢two hearts. ¥'s hand was four
hearts to the queen, jaclk, king, and one cluh,
thres small in diemends and spades. He
doubled two hearts. This Informativn was ex-
actly what his partner wanted. Ha went two
nodrumps and won the game, which he eowd
not have done without the information given
by the double®

All the English players have adopted our
dovwn-and-out echo, the plaln suft echio at no
frumps, the encouraging card and the reverse
discard, Dalton hes these in his book. Why

$o9Q
a-a:-:RI-:
mnﬁg

=

=
hat—
.

b
43

2K
& A
o1
® AKOS

de not the same objections Ha agninst ull thess

that he urges against the conventional double
of a sult or a mo-trumper? b
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By R. F. FOSTER

The simple fact is, judging from the evi-
dence before us, that in spite of his reputa-
tion a8 & writer on bridge Dalton and his fol-
lowers do not understand the double as we use
it, <o that when they try 1t thoy make a mens
of it end thex: condemn {t.

In “The London Evening Standard® of M Ay
24 lnst Dalton glves this example, prefacing
it with the remark: “These conventional
doubles may come off oceasionally, but far
more often they fail. My experience is that
they fall Ave or alx times for once that they
succeed. 1 will quote one ease In which 1 took
&n active part.” Here in the hand:

Dalton dealt and bid no trump. The
player on hia left douhled. Y passed and B
took cut the double with two spades, which
Z doubled. A then went $wo wno-trumps
which Z doubled, and then A went to thres
diamonds, which Y doubled and set for 500,
Of course A is described as “a typlcal Ameri-
can.” We should describe him as a typieal
duffer, of the clasa that would bid a spade
on five to ten without a trick in his hand.

It s bunk like this that goes down with
the Britishers. As any ordinary bridge player
Inows, in America at least, no player who
understands the conventional doubla will
double a no-trumper uniess well able to BUD-
port & take-out in either of the major suita,
even if the partner has only four to the
nine. With A’s cards, containing four square
tricks, any piayer of average intelligence
would know that if his partner can win one
trick anywhero the game Is saved, These
Britishers ought to come over hers and tako
some lessons,

e

The solution of Problem No. 128, in which
there were no trumps, Z to lead and Y-Z to
win four tricls, followe:

Z lends the five of heasts. P discards a
club. B wins the heart and leads two rounds
of spades, Z givea up the king and Y wina
with the queen. A discards the heart, ¥
leads dlamond nine and Z sheds a club. A
club is covered by B and won by 7, who leads
the heart, jack if A haa discarded the quaen
(his best defense). A mnkes & club at the
end, If A has dlscarded a club, instead of
heart queen, Y leads club quean, instead of
the diamond. When A wins the heart he loges
twe dianmond tricks to Y.

Queries and Answers

AUCTION BRIDGE

Question—Down here In Georgla some per-
gons insist that it s the larger number of
polnts that ranks the bidding, so that two no
frumps will overcall three clubs, 20 belng
better than 18. On the other hand, one of our
leading lights says it will take four In any-
thing to overcall three in anything.—M, R. S.

Answer—The ald style of counting was to
congider the point value of the bids, but that
was abolished some years ago in the United
Btates, although it is still the law in England.
There were so many errors made through not
stopping to consider the point value that now
it takes more tricks in a lower suit or the
same number of tricks in a better suit to over-
call, Two diamonds will beat two clubs, but
it takes three diamonds to overcall two hearts,

Question—1Ia it still considered conventional
to bid a club or a diamond a5 a signal to the
partner to go no-trump? s know tnat Milton
Work denounces this bid, but some of our best
players say it is a blg thing.—W. W. F.

Answer—The bid ‘was inventad by playess
whe had not the nerve to hid no trump them- |

BRIDGE

selves, with the natural result that when they
had not enongh for no trumps, but had a club
bid, their partners went no trumps on nothing,
because they were “told to do go0.” 'There i3
1o such bid as an “invitation” to partner to oo
ro trumpe., If he thinks your suvit fustifies
him in going to no trumps he will do s0. MHe
will 50 go to hearts or epades en the same
grounds.

Question—Z deals and bids no tromp, A
says two spades and Y doubles, holding four
spades to the queen, five hearts to jack ten,
three diamonds to jack ten and one small club,
The dealer insists the double is unjustifiable,
¥ says it shows he has the clubs stopped.—
AR

Answer—The sult should be stopped twice,
and there should be at least one sure outside
trick to justify the double. ¥ should pass,and

BRIDGE PROBLEM NO. 128

"Therd are no trumps and 7 leads, Y and
Z want five trioks, How do theay get them?
Solution mext sveel:.

then if the dealer wanta him to bid he will

doubla the twa =pades and Y can call the
hearts,

RUSSIAN BANK
Question—Can & player take a card #7068
Iis own hand or etock, or from the tabless
and place it {n his opponent's stock, or otf
upon his opponent's discard plle?-—R. R, B

Answer—On either,

Question—A turns spade § and places it
the foundation. There is a epade 7 face U
in the tableau, but tha player turns anothe
card from his hand and B calls a stop on his
B now reiurns the spade 8 to A’s =tock i
places the spade 7 on it. He insists that
otherwise A suffers no penalty—J. R. K.

Answer—Cards once placed on the foundt
tion cannot be removed under any clren®’
stances. When B calls the stop he must pl
the spada 7 on the foundation. The pen
againet A is that he loses his right to ot
tinue the play, which may mean the loss ¢
the game.

Question—Playing stud poker A bets {18
straight flushes are of no value. B savs
game is the same s straight poker.
Ia right?—H., L. i

Answer—Both are right. A 1s correct
taying straight flushee have no value In.
and B is right in saving stud is the §
as straight poker, because straight f
have no value in that game, but only ind
poker and ifs variations,

Question—If a card is faced in deslini
the deal vold, or what is done with the &
In bridge the deal is void—J, B. |

Answer--1f only one card is faced,
the draw thegplayer must keep it. Afl
draw 1t is replaced after all others have
helped.

DRAW POXKER
Quostton—What is to prevent
drawing to a king and gueenm, l-lj!f\
openers, on the chance of matching on¢
Answer—Nothing but his conselence

fear of being caught. E



